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History of Public Safety Cameras in 
Minneapolis:

• MPD first implemented in 2002, in Downtown Minneapolis.

• Since then additional cameras have been installed throughout the city.

• 212 total fixed MPD public safety cameras citywide (including 17 Verizon cameras) 

and 15 portable camera trailers.

• Have been very well received by both business community and residents 
alike.



Why and How Used:

• Provides situational awareness of key areas to address crime, livability 
and traffic concerns.

• Used in criminal investigations to provide video evidence.

• Portable cameras used for special events and to address emerging crime 
issues in neighborhoods throughout the city.

• All are placed in public areas (usually street corners) with public views on 
street lights or utility poles. All are visible to the public.



Camera Types:

• Fixed: Axis Q6055-E 

• 212 total in all five pcts.

• 360 degrees PTZ

• HD quality

• USIW Wi-Fi or fiber connection

• Portable Camera Trailers: Mobile Pro Systems

• 15 total, Diesel, Battery, and Hybrid

• USIW Wi-Fi connection



Retention Period:

• All video is captured and stored on Milestone (Video Management 
System) City server.

• State of MN approved 14 Day retention period

• Video is automatically overwritten and deleted after this period.

• Evidentiary video is downloaded to DVD and held consistent with 
retention period for that criminal case. 



Who can access/view cameras?

• MPD Police Precincts and MPD Strategic Information Center (SIC).

• All video is subject to MN Government Data Practices Act and 
considered public information unless part of active criminal 
investigation.

• Requests for videos is managed by MPD Records unit.



MPD Fixed Camera Locations:



Examples of use- Public Safety Cameras:
Has provided  key video evidence in hundreds of robberies, shootings, 
thefts, vehicle accidents, attempt suicides and other crimes and 
incidents:



Examples of use- Public Safety Cameras:



Technology implemented for Super Bowl LII:

• Verizon- 20 Fixed public safety cameras initially provided at no cost 
for Super Bowl and limited time thereafter. (17 still active)
• New city standard Axis cameras- Video saved on Milestone VMS & city server

• Proposal to now purchase at reduced rate.

• Installed in high traffic/density areas in downtown not currently covered by 
existing MPD cameras.



FieldWatch:

•Provides real time location of 
officers on the street and live video 
streaming capability to incident 
commanders during special events.



FieldWatch



Field Watch



3D Interior/Exterior mapping and data integration

• Stadium interior/exterior cameras

• MPD cameras

• Fieldwatch location data

• CAD calls for service

• Perimeters, routes, etc.



GeoComm:





Questions?


